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Who Am I?
My name is Niniau Kawaihae Simmons.  I 
work for the Chairman of the Hawaiian 
Homes Commission and for the Department 
of Hawaiian Home Lands as the NAHASDA 
aŀƴŀƎŜǊΦ  LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ т ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ 
that position.

LΩƳ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƳƻƳ ƻŦ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΤ о 
girls and 2 boys.  And thanks to my eldest 
daughter, I have three wonderful 
granddaughters and 1 delightful grandson.

I also have a BA degree in Political Science 
(UH Hilo); a MA degree in Organizational 
Leadership (Gonzaga); and have 18 months to 
go in my Education Doctorate at USC.



Hawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1920 , 
as Amended

Prince Jonah KıÈÉę Kalanianaole
IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΣ мфлн - 1922



The HHCA:

ÅPassed thru Territorial Legislature in 1919

Å Introduced to U.S. House of Representatives 
that same year

Å Introduced to U.S. Senate in 1920

ÅPassed the U.S. Congress in May 1921

ÅSigned into Law by U.S. President Warren G. 
Harding on July 9, 1921



The HHCA:

ÅSets aside 200,000 acres of the worst land for homesteading, 
farming, or ranching

ÅEstablishes a 50% native Hawaiian blood quantum

ÅHas the Territorial Governor serve as Chairman of the Hawaiian 
Homes Commission

ÅGives Commission water rights and revenue from water 
licenses to fund work



At Statehood in 1959:

ÅIn the Statehood Compact, the State of Hawaii had to agree to 
administer the HHCA in its entirety

ÅThe HHCA is embedded in the Hawaii State Constitution and 
II/ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ [ŀƴŘǎΩ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ

ÅStatehood created the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
with the Chairman of the Commission serving as both head of 
the Hawaiian Homes Commission and director of DHHL

ÅIs appointed by the Governor and confirmed by Senate



HHCA TIMELINE

1911 - The Ahahui Pu uhonua served as the catalyst toward the chronicling of the   

despair and destitution of the makaǕinana (commoner) in 1911

1921 ïHawaiian Homes Commission Act of 1920 passed by U.S. Congress, setting aside 

approximately 200,000 acres for homesteading by half-blood native Hawaiians

1923 ïFirst homestead settled at Kalanianaole Settlement in Kalamaula, Molokai

1924 ïSecond and third homesteads settled at Hoóolehua, Molokai and Keaukaha, 

Hawaiói.

1926 ïThe ñGreat Experimentò of the HHCA succeeds and remaining inventory released 

by U.S. Department of Interior

1959 ïHHCA adopted into Hawaii State Constitution as condition of statehood; U.S. 

Holds title to the 200,000 acres to the State of Hawaii for the betterment of the 

conditions of native Hawaiians

1994 ïHHCA Land Settlement (State of Hawaii) $30 million x 20 years

2019 ïAverage age of Waitlist applicant: 57 years.  Housing need calculated at $10.3 

billion.



Native Hawaiian Population



DHHL Statewide Inventory

ISLAND ACRES

IŀǿŀƛΩƛ 117,551

Maui 31,904

Molokai 25,748

YŀǳŀΨƛ 20,575

hΨŀƘǳ 8,154

[ņƴŀΨƛ 50

TOTAL 203,982
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